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National pavilions in Venice have long been
criticised as anachronistic. But for nations
newer to the event, just getting to the
Biennale is an achievement. By Tim Cornwell
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National pavilions in Venice have long been
criticised as anachronistic. But for nations
newer to the event, just getting to the
Biennale is an achievement. By Tim Cornwell

1 ach edithon of the
Vendoe Biennabe, artists
and cyratory sef out to
prove that the national
parvilion ane an anach-
rondsrm = the nationalk
isthe shadine of @ darleer history in an
ra o a glohal markel for an. Some
artists’ effor have beft their mark on
thee history of the Biennale, incheding
Hans Haacke, who tamdusly broke
up The floor of the Maghera Genman

Pavilion in 19901, o the 1K artie Mark
Wallinger, who flew the Union Jack
Mg = b bredaned's codenan = owver the
Hritish Pavilion in 2000

But questioning the purpose of
thee century-old tradition of having
maational pavilism, which dates hack
o 190K when Belgum constructed
the fire foreign pavilion in Venior,
may itself bt an unequal lusory for
thee privileged few. For nations on the
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s0n cekebrating the Wes! Afnca nation's ndependence from
itk ool ruie im 1557, Bt 1§ i chammeds the strength
o its post -colonesl daspors, s two of the s partopatng
_ Lyneste Yiadom-Goakpe—are
bursedin the UK. &s i the pavihon's designes, Diavad Adave.
Cathedral of Ghana and
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