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             RUYA FOUNDATION JOINS THE YEAR LONG WORLD 
WEATHER NETWORK WITH TWO ARTIST COMMISSIONS ADDRESSING 
IRAQ’S WATER CRISIS 

Ruya Foundation has commissioned two art projects along the Tigris River and in 
the marshes of southern Iraq, to address the country's water crisis. Over the next 
year, Iraqi artists Sherko Abbas and Akeel Khreef will explore the impact of rising 
temperatures on the delicate ecosystems of the historic river and marshes.  

The projects are part of the newly launched World Weather Network, which sees 
a collective of 28 arts organisations build a global constellation of ‘weather 
stations’ in response to climate change. For one year starting on 21 June 2022, 
artists and writers will share ‘weather reports’ in the form of observations, stories, 
images and imaginings about their local weather and our shared climate, creating 
an archipelago of voices and viewpoints on a new global platform. 

Water holds an important cultural significance in Iraq, which was known in ancient 
times as the land between two rivers. The ancient cities of the Sumerian marshes 
gave birth to the Mesopotamian Civilization where agriculture first developed and 
writing was invented around 3500 BC.  

But today, dams built by neighbouring countries at the sources of the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers have reduced the levels of fresh water flowing into Iraq. In 
addition, the delicate ecosystem of the marshes of southern Iraq has been severely 
threatened through rising temperatures, neglect and conflict. An indigenous 
population living along the banks of the marshes was forced out due to Saddam 
Hussein’s regime redirecting the river and drying out the marshes. In 2016, the 
marshes were named a UNESCO World Heritage Site, yet they continue to be 
threatened by rising temperatures. 

Responding to this, Sherko Abbas is creating a mobile weather station raft, 
entitled the Tigris River Sound Lab, on which he will install objects and instruments 
to record sounds made by the weather such as water, wind and rainfall.  
Alongside the collecting of sounds, Abbas will also gather stories, songs and 
poetry from people who inhabit both ends of the river: from Dukan Lake near the 
Iraqi-Kurdish border in the north to the marshes and the Persian Gulf in the south 
of Iraq. His focus is on fictional stories and myths about the water that are orally 
transmitted from one generation to another, but are not documented. 
  



Akeel Khreef’s Marshes Weather Station takes the form of a series of films 
featuring the artist, his own body as a barometer for climate change, in the 
marshes in Southern Iraq, where his family originates. Khreef’s weather reports 
look at three key elements in the ecosystem; cane reeds, fish and agriculture. The 
drying out of the Marshes highlights the emotional co-dependency of humans, 
flora and fauna in this fragile ecosystem. 

More information about the World Weather Network Below: 

GROUND-BREAKING ALLIANCE OF ARTISTS AND WRITERS IN 28 
COUNTRIES ACROSS THE WORLD FORMED IN RESPONSE TO GLOBAL 

CLIMATE CRISIS 

In response to the global climate emergency, 28 arts organisations across the 
world have formed the World Weather Network, a ground-breaking constellation 
of ‘weather stations’ located across the world in oceans, deserts, mountains, 
farmland, rainforests, observatories, lighthouses and cities.  
  
For one year starting on 21 June 2022, artists and writers will share ‘weather 
reports’ in the form of observations, stories, images and imaginings about their 
local weather and our shared climate, creating an archipelago of voices and 
viewpoints on a new global platform. 
  
Offering different ways of looking at, listening to, and living with the weather, 
writers and artists’ weather reports will be shared on the World Weather Network 
platform from each location: the Himalayas, the Mesopotamian Marshes in Iraq 
and the desert of the Arabian peninsula; the Great Salt Lake in Utah and the 
‘Great Ocean of Kiwa’ in the South Pacific; ‘iceberg alley’ off the coast of 
Newfoundland, the waters of the Baltic Sea and the Arctic Circle; a tropical 
rainforest in Guyana and farmland in Ijebu in Nigeria.  

Artists and writers are working in observatories in Kanagawa in Japan and Manila 
in the Philippines; looking at cloud data in China and lichens in France; lighthouses 
on the coast of Peru, the Basque Country and the Snaefellsness peninsula in 
Iceland; and cities including Dhaka, Istanbul, Johannesburg, London and Seoul.    

Climate scientists, environmentalists and communities will participate in a wide-
ranging programme of special events held in each location and online through the 
platform.  Through the course of the year, the London Review of Books is 
commissioning special reports from writers based in many of the locations in the 
World Weather Network. 

Whilst each organisation is reporting on their local weather, every one of these 
‘weather stations’ is connected by the over-heating of the world’s atmosphere. The 



World Weather Network presents alternative ways of responding  to the world’s 
weather and climate,  and is an invitation to look, listen, learn and act. 
  
To learn more, visit the World Weather Network platform: 
www.worldweathernetwork.org 

Media Enquiries about the World Weather Network: 

Bolton & Quinn  
Erica Bolton or Sylvia Ross  
erica@boltonquinn.com / sylvia@boltonquinn.com 
+44 (0)207 221 5000 

For more information about Ruya Foundation, please contact: 

info@ruyafoundation.org / +964 781 230 6547 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

About the World Weather Network 

The world's weather is not what it was. We see glaciers melting and water levels 
rising. Some lands are flooded and others are parched. Everywhere is heating up. 
Formed in response to the climate emergency, the World Weather Network is a 
constellation of weather stations set up by 28 arts agencies around the world and 
an invitation to look, listen, learn, and act. From June 21 2022 to June 21 2023, 
artists, writers and communities will share observations, stories, reflections and 
images about their local weather, creating an archipelago of voices and 
viewpoints. Engaging climate scientists and environmentalists, the World Weather 
Network brings together diverse world views and different ways of understanding 
the weather across multiple localities and languages. 

ARTANGEL, London 
ARTINGENIUM, Donostia/San Sebastián 
ART JAMEEL, Dubai 
ART SONJE CENTER, Seoul 
BUNDANON, New South Wales 
DHAKA ART SUMMIT, Bangladesh 
ENOURA OBSERVATORY, Japan 
NICOLETTA FIORUCCI FOUNDATION, Grasse 
FOGO ISLAND ARTS, Newfoundland 
FONDAZIONE SANDRETTO RE REBAUDENGO, Torino 
HOLT-SMITHSON FOUNDATION, New Mexico 
ICELANDIC ARTS CENTRE, Reykjavik 
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IHME HELSINKI, Helsinki 
KHOJ, New Delhi 
MALI, Lima 
MCAD, Manila 
NEON, Athens 
NGO and POOL, Johannesburg 
WAAG, Amsterdam 
RUYA FOUNDATION, Iraq 
SAHA, Istanbul 
SOPHIA POINT, Guyana 
TERRA FOUNDATION, Comporta 
TE TUHI, Aotearoa / New Zealand  
UCCA Center for Contemporary Art and Aranya, Beijing / Qinhuangdao  
YINKA SHONIBARE FOUNDATION, Lagos / Ijebu 
32 DEGREES EAST, Uganda 

About Ruya Foundation 
The Ruya Foundation works to aid and enrich culture in Iraq, and build cultural 
bridges with the rest of the world. Ruya’s aim is to promote culture in Iraq at a 
time when priorities are focused elsewhere and to build a platform that will enable 
Iraqis in the arts to benefit from, and participate in, international events. Ruya 
initiates and commissions creative projects in the visual, audiovisual and 
performing arts. In addition to supporting local projects, Ruya’s aim is to create a 
network of intercultural events that can contribute to the development of civil 
society in Iraq. 

Ruya's flagship project is the Iraq Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, which it has 
commissioned since 2013. In Iraq Ruya runs a contemporary art space in Baghdad 
called the Ruya Shop, has organised exhibitions throughout the country (including 
in Erbil) and has organised workshops and talks with international artists and 
curators including Ai Weiwei, Francis Alÿs and Aneta Szyłak. Ruya also runs art 
relief projects in the refugee camps of northern Iraq. 

Ruya Notebooks, the foundation’s educational publishing initiative, translates 
seminal art texts into Arabic for the first time and distributes them free-of-charge 
throughout the Middle East. Ruya also holds an extensive and unique database of 
artists working within Iraq, spanning all disciplines from visual arts to theatre and 
music. 
www.ruyafoundation.org 

About the artists 
Sherko Abbas is a Kurdish-Iraqi artist. He was born in Iran in 1978, where his 
family lived as refugees, and returned to Iraq when he was two years old. He 
studied Fine Art in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq and graduated with a Master in Fine Arts 
from Goldsmiths College, University of London in 2015. He works within various 
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media including video, performance, text, sculpture and sound. His practice is 
dedicated to collective memory, sonic and visual memory, as well as the 
geopolitical situation of contemporary Iraq. Through his work, he observes how 
war has been absorbed into local culture in Iraq through music, film, cartoons and 
children’s toys. 

Akeel Khreef (b. 1979, Baghdad, Iraq) is an installation artist focused on the 
environment. Taking Iraq’s lack of ecological awareness in his sights, Akeel 
Khareef’s sculptural pieces are made out of material taken from discarded objects. 
Bits and pieces of a broken generator and an old bicycle, for example, are used 
to make chairs, in gestures of recycling that touch on an urgent need for raised 
consciousness with respect to the environment and limited natural resources. 
Outside of his artistic practice, Khreef runs regular workshops for young people in 
Baghdad on working creatively with found materials in order to instil a sense of 
ecological responsibility. 

Both artists represented Iraq at the Venice Biennale as part of a group exhibition 
of the Iraq Pavilion, respectively in 2013 and 2017. 

About the London Review of Books 

In parallel with the World Weather Network, every two weeks throughout the 
year, there will be a new dispatch from a London Review of Books contributor 
covering an aspect of the climate or weather at one of the WWN locations, 
published as an LRB newsletter and on the LRB and World Weather Network 
websites. These include Rosa Lyster on lightning in Johannesburg, Skye Arundhati 
Thomas on the heat in Delhi, Mimi Jiang on the air in Beijing, Izzy Finkel in 
Istanbul, and Adewale Maja-Pearce reporting from Lagos. 

Founded in 1979, the LRB, Europe’s leading review of culture and ideas, 
celebrated its 1000th issue at the end of last year. Published twice a month, it 
provides the space for many of the world’s best writers to explore a wide variety 
of subjects in exhilarating detail – from art and politics to science and technology 
via history and philosophy, fiction and poetry. In the age of the long read, 
the LRB remains the pre-eminent exponent of the intellectual essay, admired 
around the world for its fearlessness, its range and its elegance. To receive the LRB 
newsletter, sign up at: https://www.lrb.co.uk/account/newsletter-signup  
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